
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   MASSACHUSETTS ADVOCATES FOR CHILDREN 

25 KINGSTON STREET, 2ND. FLOOR BOSTON, MA 02111 

TEL. 617.357.8431 · FAX 617.357.8438 · WWW.MASSADVOCATES.ORG 

An Act Addressing Bullying of Children with  
Autism Spectrum Disorder (H. 3804) 

Sponsored by Rep. L’Italien and Sen. Jehlen 
 

 This bill amends the Autism IEP Act to clarify that IEP Teams must address bullying of children with 
Autism Spectrum Disorder.   

 
 Children with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) are bullied at a much higher rate than their non-disabled 

peers. One study found that 94% of children with Asperger’s syndrome are routinely victimized by other 
children. This victimization can include verbal, physical and cyber bullying and attacks by individuals or 
groups.1  

 
 Children with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) are especially vulnerable targets for bullying because they 

are generally viewed as atypical or “odd” by their peers, and are relatively defenseless in social situations. 
These children are unable to understand the situation and protect themselves like other students due to 
the nature of ASD, which impacts communication, social, and behavioral skills.   

 
 Because their disability deprives children with autism of the communication skills necessary to understand 

signals (such as facial expressions and body language), and deprives them of the skills necessary to protect 
themselves, these students require specialized teaching, supports, and services to develop strategies to help 
deal with bullying. 

 
 In addition to critical school-wide bullying prevention programs, children with ASD need supplemental 

services and strategies to address the unique needs of their disability.  These services may focus on 
preventative measures to avoid being bullied and/or learning skills to respond to bullying to ameliorate 
the emotional impact.  

 

 The experiences of specialists who work with children on the autism spectrum indicate that children with 
autism can learn the critical skills necessary to respond to and avoid bullying with the provision of 
individualized supports and services. 2   

 This bill ensures that supports and services are provided, as appropriate, to address bullying as it impacts 
individual students through the IEP process. The resultant IEP can effectively mitigate the instances and 
effects of bullying for children with autism.     
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